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In the first place, then, Onnontio’s powerlessness
had been manifest at the very first attack upon Son-
nontouans, wherein the unexpected and vigorous
resistance of the enemy surprised him and he did not
afterward dare to pursue him,—contenting himself
with warring against the corn and the bark houses,
that did not offer resistance like the foe. Since
then, he had never been able, nor had he ventured,
to do anything beyond continual negotiations to beg
for peace, rendered necessary by his own powerless-
ness, and accompanied by humiliations of all kinds,
which but too clearly manifested his weakness.
Moreover, very far from preparing to go to attack
the enemy again in his own country, he did not even
venture to defend himself when he was attacked on
all sides; but in spite of all appearances, and even
of evidence and experience, to the contrary, he
persisted in waiting for peace, for fear that he might
be compelled to fight, preferring to endure all rather
than again to have recourse to Battle. Far from
compelling the foe to surrender his prisoners, which
was the object of the war, he had himself, on the
Contrary, been compelled to surrender those whom
he had seized solely through treachery; and even to
bring back from france those who had been sent
thither,>—and this when the enemy was very far
from thinking of sending back his own, but burned
them publicly on the highways and in all the villages.
In the last descent of the enemy upon Montréal,
instead of opposing army to army, and standing his
ground, and giving battle, when he had heard of his
approach before his arrival he shut himself up in his
forts,—leaving the country open to the foe to burn
and ravage, which he did. He did not seem to know



